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The Various Issues of the early Upper Paleolithic Period in the Central Part of the Japan Archipelago
HIDAI Tamiko /B

e —rr—t

: !
Tokyo Metropolitan Archaeology Center g},ﬁ'

Th eonditions of the transition peried from the Upper Palealithic Period to the Middle Paleobithic Peried in
ithe reghons of thie Korean Peninsula. China. and Siberia. are cloar. However. in the Japaness Archipeligo, the
trannition period and the actual conditions of the Middle Paleotithic Period sites are not clear. In year 2000, the
predomanant tentative theorses in the country regarding the Japanese Paleclithic Hoax of the Lower Peried wore
divided in to two: either thers wero no sites that go buck us far ns the Upper Paleclithic Period or that the sites of the
Stone Age culture that are differont from the mainland are the equivalent In particalur, the latter sites are
farmulated with material in which shupes of stone wols are difioult w deeipber

I light of this situation. a steatigeaphic contrast between rogions in postible in the Scuth Kanto Region
with Tokyo in the middle. the contral part of the Japaness Archipelnga, since it is ene of the foremost regions whers
signature sites of tho early Upper Ploolithic Period have collected. val ast, mnd sedl I thick,
Further. the impact resulting from world wide environmental changes of that penod sccording w the study of
topalogy has been made clenr § believe that the key o solving the issues of of the d
to the Middle Paleslithic Period lies in the in-depth analynis of the sites of the sarly Upper Paleotithic Pericd from:
‘bath the and mavaral . 1 would like 1o talk about the vision and the beues involved
in this effars.

Within the Tnchikawa loam layer that is over 3 metors dorp, & number of burded dark-colored clods
{saranfter, dnrk-oslorod soil) han b found, However, it is the losm layer arvand the durk-colored soil in the lowest
part where the group of stons toods i the early Upper Paleolithic Perind as a represantative of the Musashidas ssto
wern unearthed. Approximately 30 such siies nround Tokyo have been discoverad, snd the stenn tools that have boen
unearthed are miily stone axes, knifieshiped stone tools. saall Nake tools, and sxpors. The stone x. especially,
# typical stome tool that i the dganese this period.

TOKYO 1:200,000 Geospatial Information Authority of Japan)
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Late Paleolithic sites in Musashino Plateau(HIDAI 20000 X k
KRFLRORMESSHIGRRD (L@ K200 £YEIM

' 2 . The Layer at Musashidai site of west area(HIDAL KAMIJ02009)

The Tools of Cluture Layer | at Musahidai site of west area (KAWASHIMA, ONISHI2004)

Yoshioks site is located in the southern part of the Sagamine plateau,
located in old geographical features, and the cldest site in this region. The stone
implement was discovered at the deepest position in the loam layer that had
been discovered up to now.  The axe is not excavated, and only small flake ools
such as backed blades that some detailed processing is found in this site. 1t lies
to the position placed between the second scoria in Sagamino(S25) from the
Tachikawa Ioam layer to the Musashine Joam layer. A certain age is not dated
though the seconil scorin in Sagamine is voleanic sediment abaut 30,000 years
age. Wo are advancing the research of the second seorin in Sagamine now, and
e s ke are i the ison with the Musashino plateau by the shape and

the age ination of the scoria by th i i

The topographical change of the lower

Lata Paleclithic sitas in Ssgaming Plataauimabs changs from Jsparess Palssalithic of Sagami River (KUBO2000)

Resesrch Assoointion2010)

the second sc Sagmrurol SR E L
wt The comples of s wem o ated

uroer e HATANAK Q0N B r

it

The stratigraphy near Magome area at TSUKUIJO The tools of Culture Layer] at Yoshioka site(KAMAGAWA Archaeology Foundation1997,
site(HIDAL, KAMIJO2008) SHIRAISHL KATO1996)

The Layer of Yoshioka site
(KANAGAWA Archaeology Foundation1997)
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